ESTONIAN URBANISTS' REVIEW
URBAN IDEA

ONE QUESTION
We asked representatives of the civil society and the city government one question:
'Why is the Good Collaboration Pact important?'
Below are the answers sent to the editors of U.
One of the advantages of today’s information society is that it is relatively easy for everyone to
get themselves up to speed with what’s going on in the organisation of society. In terms of living
arrangements on the local level, it goes without saying that development takes place on the initiative
of residents on the one hand, and with the support of the specialists in the city government on the
other hand. On many issues, the locals are the best experts – it would be irresponsible not to use
this potential in the interests of the city. Keeping in mind that, to a large extent, the civil society
works on enthusiasm, it is important to create a framework that would guarantee the constant
openness of the system – citizens can join in according to the issue they are interested in at the
moment, and step aside once the problem is solved, without breaking up or transforming the
structure. The Good Collaboration Pact is exactly that required framework.
Yoko Alender
Vice-chairman of the Pro Patria and Res Publica faction at the Tallinn city council

Good Practices are often thought to be too weak a weapon against transgressors but it is exactly good
behaviour that should be agreed upon when legal orders and bans seem too great a reform or overreacting in a situation where you could try trusting each other. Wrongdoers can usually be divided
into two categories: those who do it out of neglect and those who do it out of ignorance. There are
plenty of both in Tallinn and if the agreement helps the most inexperienced ones, it has already been
useful. The brutes that disregard behavioural norms need to be constantly and publicly reminded of
the Good Practice, and in time their behaviour will change, or alternatively, instead of moral condemnation it’s time to establish penalties because it is no longer possible to hide behind ignorance.
Alari Rammo
Network of Estonian Nonprofit Organisations

As we all know, the municipal elections were held recently, and in the course of the elections,
many fine residents renewed or received a mandate from their fellow residents to represent them
in the city council. It is the mandate obtained in the election that the city council operates
upon and continues to do so in the future.
Fortunately, we don’t have to be ashamed of the co-operation between the Tallinn city
authorities and the varied representatives of the civil society, because it is more encompassing than
on the state level, for instance - it began long before the president’s so-called Ice Cellar or People’s
Assembly initiative process and it is not guided from above. Even the commissions of the city council and administrative councils have included representatives of election coalitions or NGOs in their
work. Looking at it from the viewpoint of the city administration, one can only
welcome the continuation of this co-operation.
The regulation of the working logic, competence and activities of the city council (with laws, the
statute of Tallinn and other such documents) place this co-operation in a formal framework that is
partly shaped by the multitude of NGOs and the representativeness of each specific one.
Wishing you good luck, Toomas Vitsut
The head of Tallinn's City Council
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